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Th& MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinne may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 March 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim{s) 1-48 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) 1-48 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aO accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fornn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entrtled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rose, Jr. (US 5,521,815) 

a. Referring to claim 1: 
i. Rose teaches: 

(1) computer login means for permitting a user to login to 
the system fi.e., referring to Figures 1A-1H, tiie computer is an open systems 
environment and can communicate with any other computer system. To access 
the computer, the authorized users (i.e., auto dealers, salvage dealers, insurance 
agents, and the DMV) have an authorized entry code which is transmitted from a 
remote terminal 2 via modem or RF device 4 to the data storage facilities 8, as 
shown in Figure 1A (column 11, lines 46-52)]; 

(2) secure database means for receiving the login to 
verify and authenticate the user and computer login means [i.e., this is done in real 
time, with a relational data base with a high degree of security, fault tolerance and 
parallel processing. Furthermore, most items of value are insured, and this 
information may now be transmitted to the data base by any insurer. The 
transmission of data may also be performed by the dealer, the insurer, the 
manufacturer, or any other authorized entity. The system also requires that 
verification of the authenticity or value of the article be submitted initially and that 
once authenticated, it will only require updates to changes of ownership, 
condition, insurance, vehicle inspections, etc. (column 6, lines 55-63)]; and 
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(3) security number database means for assigning a 
unique security number for each article to be tracked [i.e., Rose's invention provides 
two variations of the system, one directed to articles having serial numbers or 
other identifying number assigned by the manufacturer, i.e. motor vehicles and 
boats; and the other directed to articles without manufacturer assigned serial 
numbers, such as artwork, antiques, and real estate. In the case of articles 
having serial numbers, the serial number is transmitted by an authorized agent to 
the centralized data base. The authorized agent may be the insurance agent, the 
authorized dealer, or any other agent authorized by the title company or 
government-authorized entity. The data base has, at a minimum, storage 
locations corresponding to each of the characters of the serial number, plus 
those necessary for expansion of the system to accommodate current or future 
changes to the VIN or title-related changes in federal and state law(s). The system 
then accesses the predetermined storage locations to assign a title number and a 
registration number that is identical to the serial number plus the original state of 
entry, origin or titling (column 5, lines 30-50)]. 

b. Referring to claim 2: 

i. Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein said computer login means includes at least 
a data input means and a server means [i.e., to begin, the VIN is transmitted to the 
data base 12. Any other relevant data may also be input at this stage. For 
example, if available, the registration number, title number, and data on the owner 
may be input, (i.e., name and address, social security number or federal 
identification number (FID)) (column 11, line 66 through column 12, line 4)]. 

c. Referring to claim 3: 

i . Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein said database means may include a plurality 
of sub and ancillary database means each associated to some or all of the others [i.e., 
referring to Figure IB, external data base entities 6 (i.e., DMV, insurance 
companies, R. L. Polk Co., salvage recyclers, court systems, state and local 
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revenue systems, banks, finance companies, state and local police, vehicle 
repair. National Auto Theft Bureau etc.) also have security coded access 10 to the 
data storage facilities 8 (column 11, lines 55-60)]. 

d. Referring to claim 4: 

i. Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein either said secure database means, or 
components thereof may be accessible through the internet [i.e., the centralized 
computer data bases are connected via computer modem/RF device, or other 
telecommunication device to all parties ordinarily involved in transactions 
relating to the article. For example, in the case of a motor vehicle, the centralized 
data base may be connected via computer modem/RF system and/or telephone 
lines to the insurance agent, the car dealer, and the DMV. In the case of artwork, 
the centralized data base may be connected to the art dealers, and insurance 
companies. In the case of real estate, the centralized data base may be 
connected to the Land Courts and to the Registry of Deeds (column 5, lines 13- 
23)]. 

e. Referrino to claim 5: 

i. Rose further teaches: 

(1) said security database means develops and 
maintains a chronological history of each article being tracked from the creation of that 
article at least until it is destroyed p.e., once the title number and registration 
number are assigned (and the shortened registration number, when applicable) 
are created, the computer now is able to access an unlimited, title history file to 
record all important transactions pertaining to the article in a congruent and 
continual manner. The title history will, in general, include a list of all previous 
owners, the current owner, dates of purchase Bill of Sale, purchase prices, 
records of reported accidents or thefts, photo-images of the item or vehicle- 
original condition plus updated photo-images to show ongoing conditions as 
they may apply, including photo images and information on the authorized 
drivers and owners of the particular vehicle, and any other information which may 
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be relevant, depending upon the type of article involved. For a simple example, in 
the case of the motor vehicle the title includes the odometer reading at each 
transaction. In the case of artwork, or antiques, the title indicates the type of 
verification shown to the insurance company or title company to authenticate the 
article (column 7, lines 15-33)]. 

f. Referring to claim 6: 

i. Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein said security database means is accessible 
upon request by specified users to update and retrieve data concerning said 
chronological histories fi.e., referring to Figure 1C, assuming no such problem 
exists, the computer accesses the existing title history 100. It then determines 
the nature of the transaction at hand by asking the following series of questions: 
whether the purchase is new 102, i.e., the sale of a brand new vehicle; whether it 
is a sale of a used vehicle 104; whether it is an update to an existing registration 
106; and whether there has been an accident 108 (column 13, lines 15-22)]. 

g. Referrir)Q to claim 7: 

i. This claim has limitations that is similar to those of claim 6, 
thus it is rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 6 above. 

h. Referring to claim 8: 

i. Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein said security database means in addition 
includes data and information concerning equipment that includes such devices, 
mechanisms and the like which, in turn, include said articles to be tracked and which 
are accessible to specified users upon request [i.e., if it is a new purchase, the new 
owner information is input 110. If it is a sale of a used vehicle, the "current 
owner" is converted to the prior owner 112 and the new owner's name and 
address and other appropriate information are entered 114. In the case where the 
transaction is merely an update to an existing registration, the new data is input 
115. This may be new data such as a change of address or change of insurance 
company (column 13, lines 23-30)]. 
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i. Referring to claim 9: 

i. This claim has limitations that is similar to those of claim 5, 
thus it is rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 5 above, 
j. Referring to claim 10: 

1. Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein said security database means includes 
business rules, data and information that are correlated to specified user requests such 
that only certain users can input, update and/or search only specified portions of said 
security database means p.e., to access the computer, the authorized users (i.e., 
auto dealers, salvage dealers, insurance agents, and the DMV) have an authorized 
entry code which is transmitted from a remote terminal 2 via modem or RF device 
4 to the data storage facilities 8, as shown in Figure 1 A. This is done in real time, 
with a relational data base with a high degree of security, fault tolerance and 
parallel processing. External data base entities 6 (i.e., DMV, insurance 
companies, R. L. Polk Co., salvage recyclers, court systems, state and local 
revenue systems, banks, finance companies, state and local police, vehicle 
repair. National Auto Theft Bureau etc.) also have security coded access 10 to the 
data storage facilities 8. Additional security may also provided in the form of 
remote bar code scanner input devices 12 and remote photo imaging input 
devices 14 (column 11, lines 48-62)]. 

k. Referring to claim 11: 

i. This claim has limitations that is similar to those of claim 5, 
thus it is rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 5 above. 
I. Referring to claim 12: 

i. Rose further teaches: 

(1) wherein the articles to be tracked are parts, 
subassemblies, assemblies, devices or mechanisms, or combinations thereof [i.e., 
Rose's invention provides two variations of the tracking system, one directed to 
articles having serial numbers or other identifying number assigned by the 
manufacturer, i.e. motor vehicles and boats; and the other directed to articles 
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without manufacturer assigned serial numbers, such as artwork, antiques, and 
real estate (column 5, lines 30-35)]. 

m. Referring to claims 13-16, 28-32, 44-48: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 
12, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 12 above, 
n. Referrir)a to claims 17, 33: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

1 , thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 1 above. 

o. Referring to claims 18, 34: 

1. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

2, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 2 above. 

p. Referring to claims 19, 35: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

3, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 3 above. 

q. Refenring to claims 20, 36: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

4, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 4 above. 

r. Referring to claims 21, 37: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

5, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 5 above. 

s. Referring to claims 22, 38: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

6, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 6 above. 

t. Referring to claims 23, 39: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

7, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 7 above. 

u. Referring to claims 24. 40: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

8, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 8 above. 

V. Referring to claims 25, 41: 
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i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

9, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 9 above. 

w. Referring to claims 26, 42: 

1. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

10, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 10 above. 

X. Referring to claims 27, 43: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 

1 1 , thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 1 1 above. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Rose, Jr. (US 6, 076, 064) discloses a uniform, centralized system 
for converting all existing systems into one unique, universal system which allows for 
tracking those titles for articles objects of value, such as motor vehicles, boats, land, 
antiques insurance files, etc., in a congruent and continual manner (see abstract). 

b. Collart (US 6,453,420 B1) discloses A system, method, and article 
of manufacture is provided for tracking the distribution of content electronically. First, an 
electronic storage medium tracking identifier is incorporated onto an electronic storage 
medium and stored on a database. Next, a package tracking identifier is situated onto a 
package in which the electronic storage medium is stored (see abstract). 

c. Werb et al. (US 6,150,921) discloses a system for tracking mobile 
tags. Cell controllers with multiple antenna modules generate a carrier signal which is 
received by the tags. Tags shift the frequency of the carrier signal, modulate an 
identification code onto it, and transmit the resulting tag signal at randomized intervals 
(see abstract). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Thanhnga (Tanya) Truong 
whose telephone number is 703-305-0327. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 703-305-4393. The fax and 
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phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is 703-305-3900. 

TC 2100 will be moved to Carlyle in October 2004, the new 
telephone number for TC 2100 receptionist is 571-272-2100. In October 2004, any 
inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Thanhnga (Tanya) Truong 
whose new telephone number is 571-272-3858, and the examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu 
can be reached at 57 1 -272-3859. 



TBT 

October 17, 2004 



